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Educationa/ aspiration was measured by asking "How far wou?d you like to
go with your education?" and educational expectation was measured by asking;
'When it creme:: right down to it, haw far.do you mind you'll get with your educ-
tion?"

The job asoiration was measured by asking students, "Ideally, what kind .

of work do you wart to do for a career?" (Be specific, for examole: accountant, -
CTA driver, dental- hygeniest, etc.) and expectation was measured by rezlacing
"ideally" with "realistically."

There were also self report measures of hig: school grade point average,
attendance and tardiness. number of science, math, and foreign language courses

. taken, number of extra ourriLula: activities and self-concept erasures for school
and Work. The students' records in the school offices were examined to collect
students''age, sex, class rank, and the actual number of absencr:s, tardies,
and number of courses taken in math, science, foreign language, and vocational
eattation. This data was collected in March, 1979.

RESULTS

Achievement

The results of the reading achievement test were examined for differences
.

between schools and progr ams. The mean number of items correct, out of 90,
the standa--d deviatiOn and the number of students tested in eat:_ program as
the four tchoolt are presented in Tai le II; The mean scores for each group
of Studentt ranges from a low of 48;9 for college_ prep ttudentS at School B
to a mean of 84;6 for college prep students at School D. In twc of the three
sehooIs that have both a-general academic progrzm and college prep program;
the college prep students have lower scores than the general students; whereas
the order is reverted in the third school. In School D; which hat ttudents
from thred_prograns; the ow=es are ordered highest for dolldge nrep, next for
the academic general students; and finally for vocational students. Because
of the dlversity of the school:;, &rid the different procedures for placing stu-
dents into programs; mean teoret_fOr the different programs across the four
schools were not calculated or ditcussed.

4--Ed-;tational atoiration and expectation

A commarabIe effect of school and program was not found for the education-
al and occupational variables. In the three., tchools with general academic and
college prrp programs; the college prep students have higher aspirations and
expectations that the general academic students. The aspiration and expectations
of the vocational students at School A were between those of the college prep
and general academic students at Schools B; C; and D._ The mean ratings for
educational aspirations and expectations arc Pretented in Table III. The ratings
Were obtained by coding the responses_from 1 to 5, with I represented by "grad-
uate from high school," 2 by "tome college," 3 by "two year college degreei"
4 by "four year college degreo;" and 5 by "graduate or professional dt!gree."



In evervcasei the aspiration ratings are _higher ---,Tar the -5:6f-ratings,-and the differences between educational arpirations and cruntn.c.:3=7.-2.-=e _

greatest for the. college prep students; The mean_ are Shawn za 71-I;

The mean rating for t=z-,e variables show that, on the _Irasm,
both aspire to and expect receive rroFtively mamy years = . Cf
the en:. samp/e,40% asp to a graduate or Prefemsfona-7.6c-zgrck-te, =.7. to Q.four ye college degree, :la% to a two year collece fecxed, 7% -1.7.,
college; Only 8% want to finish their education w==th grae-it: zlnschool. 2n comparison, only 30% of the w-Mold Sample exoect:te ==aduate
or pro-'esional degree, 38' a for year college degree, 16% M40 vas cellecTze
degree, 9% some college, and8% to graduate from =too_ :11.1=e a Shift
from aspiration to highest educational category to exPectati- _Lortmt=e modest
attni--,1-tts The corr.aatima between educational asa-ziraor
expeottion is substantial (.75, n= 873).

ttc seniors

Al:though educational aspirations and. expectations are Tr-..;1( c there
are differences between the two; The greatest difference betwr---nasp-iratiotand expectation occurs for the college prep students. rrtelme.Wn :difference be
tween aspiration and excectation is .29 at School 3, .25 at -:1.1ax:7_ C,. and .22
at School D for college prep students. The mean difference L :wee=
and ex.pectaticn for vocational students is .14 at School A, School. D.and the differences between asoiration and expectation Et= academicstudents is .17 at School 3, .00 at School C, and at S,.:',4zoo'

Job aspiration and expectation

The open-ended job aspiration and expectation retpottn.-
7 point ocetpational scale. which was derived -from the HoL
.containt the following ctegoriest 1) executives and majo:
letser professionals, 3) administratOrS and small business.-=-7
Sales, 5) skilled manual employees, 6) semi-skilled r-ployeet.
employees; For the 854 seniors who responded to this c7.e8-i.E
the first category, 23% to the second, 28% to the third, 13-:. 7

to the fifth, 2% to the sixth, and less than 1% to the
19% eXpected to reach the highest job category, 25% expect-
25%_the third category, and 11% the fourth, 16% the fifth.
again less that 1% the lowest category. The students diff- _
and expectations by what progrAm they are enrolled in. 9a
the college prep students aspire to and expect tc enter th
and propertienately more of the vocational studerts expect
trades. .

,1

,p1.C.ed on a

Nm2 scale. It
als; 2i

7.21exicaland

um-Skilled

t'
cam..- to

15%
zon-rast;

a second and
Iesixth, ar.
th.Ar_aspirations
-)r.ately more of

catecPry,
rater the Skfl-led

The aspirations are for higher positions than the expeons and the
greatest difference between aspiration and expectation osc===-5r vocational
studentsThecorrelation between job aspiration and jObjeation is
;80(n=829). The proportion of students who choose each jC:_,lee.egory is pre-
sented in Table IV.



cf Educational :..lb ns-in c-ther trasiable,7

2t:jr-=t-there are mew-dicfe-r.r-es aspirations and expectatien.__
tCey correlated, and have cinp..-ara=_-.: relatizc-zhips with other variableS.
F7.1=:=7 -- al-tes were performed on the data i.-__rsder to :rake disco-eries abbot
4-4,0 relatictShipt aro-it the Selerel analyses Were done

look at different -roues of Lifferent Subsets of :

all of the difEarentanaly,
---.7,-cljrab aspiration. antIexpectatio=c77_rcad

other variaCles -are high Icadi--;-= c:

jam: n=== 3ecause aspiratiPn and expeccan:ion
fc and job, they Ma..- not represent 6it3ti.!tit .sta.f.ay appeared inelmded a facter-res-nm.

and another factor
b- cl sr student estimate of GPA.

aspiration and expec-.
factors. in

-7-;ftter tne education or

on the

ts:colicepts;:Cther factort-
t -_-.tandardited

.t.===1 per-for:A=1:2d neaSured

_z__=i-nal and job expecmation (aswell both. Lave low but
ccrreations with reading Scores a= th.l__---.1emerit test, even though

_ with the highest re,nding score nas lowcst expectation s,:ores_
Tbers za strcnger correlation between educadrmnal and job expectatio-1. and
-1r_ss _tar:4..":. than between expectation and the t----1_-SCOreS: The correlations .'

bemNeen --rr_ncational m--rd job expectation, read" --3 achieve:rent, class grade
(self report), school self conc-=c, =cher of math conrss. and

tee--, and clubs are presented in Tat_e

Th,L ..-rtudents with high educational and fob expectations have higher school
-elf con....eot8 than students with lower exoe_:tations, but they -do not have higher
self con':--i-pts about thenselves as workers. The high tkpectatiOnl; students are
Irriarc to. have taken SAT or ACT tests, and the7 exeet to have their first
all tir jobs at later dates tnan Studenta--zith lower expectations.. The msmber

amd temms that StudentS belong to _s sionificattly correlated to exopc-
mations, are the number of math courses tai :r: is correlated to e_ but
not the nmsber of science courses. Actual a.ttendance and tardinetS data is not
significant:1y related to expectations, alt. 3n student report of the two is re-
lated to educational expectations: The turro-,es Of courses taken by students as
juniors is related to educational and jbb e.tT_Otations, whereas the number of
courses taken as freshnen is not, and the =caber taken as sophomores is related
only to educational but not job dkpectationr.

Discussion

"..the correlation evidence and the factors indicate that the students' aspira-
tions and expectations have tenuous connectio to the activities and behaviors
that are required to ::sect high expectation and -.that they may not represent dis-
tinct constructs. Achievement test scores hav(7very icr cerrelatienS with exPec-
tationS, but other achievement indices, like Cl-ass rank; have higher correlations
with expectations. On the average, students higher dkpectations for educe-7
tie:in and jobs are more active in their Scheel C:Xperience. The activity includes
takir math courses; taking college entrance cis, and belonging to teams and
clubs. The relationships arc significant but cenerall7 weak; The correlation
between job eXpectaticn and educational expectz...tien is also low.
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TA_SIZE:

WHAT STUr.t.ENTS WER772.=.7: STUDY

DATA

Achievememt Test

Aspiratiom
Questiommarie

A

students

D

5 homerooms

B

All stud=7.....s

C

nomeroc=±
1

Al? Students A sttle:-_-.:t 3 hom'..arooms 5 hateroonS

OfV.ice Records Random sample sturzt=s 1 3 homerOcmIt 5 ho=erooms



TABLE III

MENSS, SnLrDARD DEVINT/ONS, AND SAMPLE SIZE FOR
EDUTIONZ... ASPIRATION AND EDUCATION EXPECTATION

ASPIRATION EXPECTATION

School School School School School School School School- .,, , , ,
Tc. = 3.6 4.1 2.7 - 3.4 4.0 2.6

Academic :-----== - 1.3 1.3 1.4 - 1.3 1.3 1.3
General .f <10 134 33 35 <IC) 130 34 33

. X= - 4.2 -4.6 4.2 - 3,9 4.3 4.0
SD= - 0.8 0.6 0.9 - 1.1 0.6 0.9

College N= <10 31 18 41 <10 31 16 41
Prep

4.0 - - 2.3 3.9 - - 2.2
1.2 - - 1.3 1.1 - 1:2

Vocational Na 472 <10 <10 25 465 <10 <10 25

4.4 - - - 4.2 - - -
0.9 - - - 1.1 - -

Other N= 55 <10 <10 <10 55 <10 <10. <10

TOTAL li= 4.0 3.7 4.2 3.2 3.9 3.5 4.0 3.1
SD= I.I 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.1 1.3 1.1 1.4
N= 531 168 58 101 524 164 57 99

Means and standard deviations are not presented in cells with n<10. These
cases are included in the column totals.

s



PROGRAM

TABLE II
MEANS STAIWARD DEVIATICNS AND SAMPLE SIZE

ON A READING ACEIEVEMENT TEST

SalCOL
C D

X=
Academic SD=
General N=

.---.

_

<10

55.6
16.4
117

69.0
12.9
25

82.7
1 6.8

23

/
,,

= - 48.9 66.9 84.6
College SD= - 16.5 18.2 8.4
Prep N= <10 28 15 33

-

X= 71.2 -
- - 77.6

Vocational SD= 12.2 - - . 9.3
N= 434 <1.0 <10 15

Other X= 60.7 - -
SD= 14.3 - - -
N= 50 <I0 <10 ,Z10

TQTAL X= 70.1. 54.2 67.6 82.5
SD= 12.8 16.7 15.2 8.5
N= 488 148 48 71

NOTE: Means and ttandara deviations are not presented in cells with
n<10. These cases are included in the column totals.

n



70B CATEGORY'

1. EXECUTIVE:
CPA, Lavyer,
Physician

2. 1...WSER

PROFESSIONAL
Accountant,
Librarian
Tea:7;ler

3. ADMINISTRATO

Inturance agent,
Lega1/2 :edica2

Secretary

4. CLERICAL:

Clerk, Keypunch
operator, typis

5. SKILLED

MANUALS:
Carpenter,
Electrician,
Machinist

6.SEMI-5KILLED-
Aide, Bus D±ive

7. UNSKILLED:
Cafeteria Werke
Janitor

TABLE IV

STUDENT JOB ASPIRATION AND EXPECTATION

ASPIRATION

VOCATIONAL

17% 31% 24%

28% 27% 21%

27% 25% 27%

8% 8% 8%

13% 7% 19%

I

2% 1%

it 0% 0%

1 I

EXPEXMITICI

GENERAL_ -COLLEGE_PREPVCCATIOrAL

15% 33% 18%

29% 28%

-----:.--

23%

27% 17% 26%

10% 12% 10%

10% 7%

. .

21%
. -

9% 4% 2%

1% . 0% 1%



TAMI.E V
COP-Sta. AMONG VARIABLES

.

Educational Expectation

C3 _.0
. . . . . . . 4

o 4.?,4 0
4,444th 00 0

04

_O
-tea

.- M
044rD 00

O

E- a

^
4.740'0 0c co
_0

32 .,,f

a c2 t.)i0 0
M 4 -i I 6tnX P.otht! %-a 0 0 -0

.--1 gt r-t t..)0:r. 04-i U

=.0

4-o4 th0
.it; Jir-+

700

1

4 -04 3
s-I
Uo

;1:1 vri
00 1

808 740 363 859 870 425 873

Joll Expectation :44 - 706 345 813 824 403 827

Reading Tett Score .12 .14 - 354 1765 771
_

775 776

Class Rahk .36 .27 .34 - 388
i

394 508 397

.26 .65 = 898 901 90'1.
: Report of CPA ;25 .19

:I Self Concent .22 .15 . .37 .43 = 459 912

pier of Math Courses .22 .07 .40 .28 ;27 - 462

NuMber of Teams and ClUbt .22 .17 ;19 .34 .31 .25 .26 -

I

NOTE: The nuMbers above the diagonal are the nurberof cases used _to compute
the correlation cOofficients which are presented below the diagonal
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